
It’s a FamIly thIng 

     Mary (Dehner) Jensen knows more than a little bit about 

Catholic education.  When it comes to Catholic schools, Mary 

has been involved as a student, a graduate, a parent, a volun-

teer, a preschool and childcare director, and a grandparent.  

This level of involvement in Catholic education in Clinton, 

makes Mary an ideal candidate for our alumni focus. 

     Mary Dehner graduated from St. Mary’s High School in 

1973 at a time when, if you were a member of a Catholic 

family, you likely went to a Catholic school.   Mary’s parents, 

George and Bea Dehner, were committed to Catholic educa-

tion and made it possible for their seven children to all gradu-

ate from St. Mary’s High School.  Her elementary years were 

spent at St. Mary’s Grade School and after eighth grade, she 

made the short walk over to the high school for the next four 

years.  Mary remembers that her neighborhood was full of St. 

Mary’s kids. 

     Mary went on to cosmetology school and in 1974 married 

Eric Jensen.  They settled in Clinton and over the years were 

blessed with five children – Stacie, Nick, Bob, Joy, and Ben – 

all of whom graduated from either Mater Dei or Prince of 

Peace High School. Anyone with a child or two in a Catholic 

school knows that once you begin your parent volunteer ex-

perience with a school, you can be involved a little or a lot.  

Mary became involved a lot!  With five children in the school 

system at different grade levels, Mary found herself “involved 

in just about every level of the school system.”  Mary echoes 

what many parents say about meeting great friends and par-

ents just by volunteering.  “I was privileged to make great 

friends who bonded together building (Halloween) floats, 

working concessions, and working many fundraisers.” 

     As her children progressed through the school system, it 

would have been easy for Mary to slowly back away from her 

involvement with the school.  Instead in the early 1990s, 

Mary became an employee of the school and currently serves 

as Prince of Peace Catholic School’s director of the Preschool 

and Childcare Center which is located above St. Boniface 

Hall.  The vibrant and active center houses preschool and pre-

kindergarten for 3 to 5 year olds and offers fully licensed 

childcare for infants up to kindergarten age.  Mary feels 

blessed “to work with a great staff that love being with chil-

dren.” 

     Today Mary and Eric are thrilled to be starring in the role of 

Grandma and Grandpa to nine grandchildren and have four of 

them (all girls) at Prince of Peace Catholic School.  Two 

daughters of Stacie (MDHS 1994) and Kevin Kenneavy and 

Joy (POPCP 2002) and Chris Evans are in the middle and ele-

mentary grades.  Mary is grateful that this next generation is 
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able to enjoy a Catholic education just as she and their 

mothers did. 

     As Mary looks back over her years at SMHS, she relates 

that her favorite high school teacher was Sr. Mary Annetta, 

BVM, who “taught us so much more than English.”  Mary 

remembers trips to Mr. Quick’s for a 60 cent lunch.  

Rastrelli’s was the destination for Mary and her friends after 

football and basketball games.  Perhaps some readers of 

this article will remember stealing the goose for the top of a 

homecoming bonfire.  Mary assures everyone that 

“accomplices will remain anonymous.”  The SMHS class of 

1973 has had class reunions and Mary agrees that it is a 

great time to catch up with classmates and for remember-

ing those simpler times of life. 

     Mary and Eric Jensen made the commitment of a Catho-

lic education for their five children because of the family 

atmosphere it offers.  Mary says that this opportunity has 

given their family a chance to be “part of a close community 

of faith that has been the treasure of our life.”   Their chil-

dren and now grandchildren have great opportunities to par-

ticipate in a wide variety of activities and are encouraged to 

try new things.  With children, you can expect bumps in the 

road and Mary and Eric have “weathered a few storms” but 

also “shared many joys with our Prince of Peace family.”  As 

retirement years loom in the future, Mary says that right now 

she and Eric can’t wait to be involved in more school activi-

ties and to watch their grandchildren grow.    



SHAMROCKIN’ REUNION 2016 
The 3rd annual Shamrockin’ Reunion was another great success as nearly 70 alumni and Friends of Catholic 

Education from St. Mary’s High School, Our Lady of Angels Academy, Mt. St. Clare Academy, and Mater Dei High 

School joined together on September 17th for a night of food, music, memories and laughs at Rastrelli’s Tus-

cany Event Center.  Everyone was all smiles as those great high school days were revisited.  Alumni from St. 

Mary’s Classes of 1946, 1956, and 1976 held their reunions and were given special recognition that night. 

SMHS CLASS OF 1946:  Celebrating their 70th class reun-

ion included these happy classmates shown from left to right:  

Ben Ehrhart, Jim Timmer, Msgr. Francis Henricksen, Hazel 

(Meyers) Miller, and Mary Ann (Popdan) Balint.  

Our committee gives a special thank you to Msgr. Henricksen 

for his wonderful words about the value of his own Catholic 

education and how that tradition continues today.  Msgr. led 

the group in prayer before our meal. 

 

SMHS CLASS OF 1956:  On hand for their 60th class reun-

ion were these lively members shown from left to right, front 

row:  Mary (Kinney) Martin, Barb (Waterman) Wessels, Cathy 

(Kopp) George, Donna (Mussman) Thornbloom, Raeann (Tritz) 

Pimlott, and Barb (Sanderson) Flood.  Left to right, back row:  

Dennis Dinneen, Mary (Blount) Murtha, Leah Hyde, Don 

Hilgendorf, and Jon Bristol.   

SMHS CLASS OF 1976:  This bunch 

celebrated their 40th class reunion and 

had the largest class in attendance.  

Let’s hear it for one of our Bi-centennial 

classes!  Left to right, front row:  Chris-

tine (Judge) Lackermann, Elaine 

(Macke) McKinney, Cheryl (Hansen) 

Nichols, Joyce (Bentley) Casey, Nancy 

(Mayer) Vens, Greg Zirbes, Rita (Griffin) 

Schneider.  Left to right, back row:  

Matt Seitz, Tim Smith, Jeff Schuetzle, 

Greg Lackermann, Cindy (Schnier) 

Granse, Karen Witt, Paul Jones, Mike 

Reafsnider, Gary Wolfe.  Missing from 

photo: Joe Peters. 

A special thank-you to Jeff Schuetzle 

for emceeing the Shamrockin’ Reunion 

again this year! 



Front row:  Erin Vander Bleek. daughter of Bart 

and Maureen (Frett) Vander Bleek, SMHS 1979 

and Jackie Josund.  Second row:  Julie Yu, ex-

change daughter of Karen Witt, SMHS 1976, Brit-

tany Eshelman, Chloe Whitney, and Krista Atkin-

son. Third row:  Fr. Bob Cloos, Parochial Vicar, 

Clare Andresen, daughter of Brad and Ellyn (West) 

Andresen, MDHS 1990, Shannon Kuehl, daughter 

of Bob Kuehl and Patti West, MDHS 1988, Jerry 

Gao, Kyle Michaelsen, and Vianca Corpuz.  Fourth 

row:  Fr. Ken Kuntz, pastor, Shayenne Stiegler, 

Ryan Kilburg, Caleb Kaczinski, Michael Peters, 

son of Helen and Mark Peters, MDHS 1981, Drew 

Irish, Hope Deets, Lee Morrison, Superintendent 

of Davenport Diocese schools, and Nancy 

(McDonnell) Peart, SMHS 1969, principal. Missing 

from photo:  Stevon Morgan. 

St. Mary's High School Class of 1971 cele-

brated their 45th reunion on July 9, 2016, with an 

afternoon lunch and river cruise, followed by more 

fun, food and fellowship at a local establishment. 

Classmates attending St. Mary's Grade School 

were pleased to be joined by their 6th grade 

teacher, Cathy Dermody. 

 

Front row, standing: Sally (Freudenberg) Weis. 

Middle row, seated: Pam (Peart) Hamilton, Becky 

Brown, Dave Parker, Kathi (Jacobs) Cavanagh, Jim 

Manion, Debbie (Crimmins) Jones  Back row: 

Paula Giunta, Kathleen (Frett) Cotton, Deb Mont-

gomery, Joe Manemann, Molly (Oveson) Mane-

mann, Brian Brown, Tom Ries, Denny Jost and 

Gerry Weis. 

St. Mary’s High School 

Class of 1961 celebrated 

their 55th reunion on June 24-

25. Front row:  Donna (Kahler) 

Gard, Gretchen (Hlubek) Finkle, 

Kathy (Britt) Machael, Margaret 

(Burke) Hornberg, Louise 

(Welch) Schrank, Mary Lou 

(Richter) Clegg, and Karen 

(McDonnell) Yappen.  Back row, 

Dave Carmody, Mike Clemence, 

Mike Rupp, Fran Edens, Jim 

Winkel, Rick Powers, Dave 

Brown, and Dick DeHaven.  

Classmates enjoyed Friday eve-

ning at the home of Mike and 

Mary (Roling) Rupp, MSCA 

1968, Saturday ladies lunch, 

Mass, and dinner at Rastrelli’s. 

LET US HELP YOU PLAN YOUR NEXT CLASS REUNION!  ARE YOU MEETING FOR THE FIRST TIME?  DO 
YOU MEET EVERY FIVE YEARS?  DO YOU MEET EVERY YEAR?   

WE CAN HELP WITH NAMES, ADDRESSES, AND PHONE NUMBERS.  CALL 563-242-1663! 



2014 Grad Entertains Hometown Audiences  

When Noah Strausser left the stage of Prince of Peace Catho-

lic School in 2014, those who knew him well knew that he 

would find a new stage from which to entertain audiences.  

His easy going demeanor, big smile, and tenor voice returned 

to three Clinton area venues in late October.    

     Noah is at Yale University where he is currently a junior studying 

architecture.  As a freshman, Noah was selected to be a member of the 

prestigious a capella group “The Yale Spizzwinks”.  The Spizzwinks are 

America’s first underclassman a capella group.  As a member, Noah 

has performed on 5 continents including concerts in Beijing, China, and 

Johannesburg, South Africa.   

     Tradition allows members to host performances in their home town 

during their junior year.  Noah was thrilled to be back in Clinton and 

says, “Being in the Spizzwinks has taken me around the world—from 

diving with great white sharks in Cape Town to climbing the Great Wall 

in Beijing-and invigorated my desire to live life to the fullest.” 

What Are You Up To Now? 

YEARBOOK THROW BACK TO 1981 

Coached by Jan Thyne (SMHS 1970), the 1981 Mater Dei volleyball team 

won the 1A State Championship, marking the first volleyball championship 

for a Clinton Catholic School.  This was also the first championship of what 

would become a 3-peat.  Mater Dei won the state championship in 1981, 

1982, and 1983.  Front:  Susie (Witt) Hutton, Cathy (Dehner) Hurlburt, Barb 

(Lingle) Weber, Maureen (Thyne) Ewinger, Janelle (Franzen) Lindeman.  

Back row:  Eileen (Chaney) Carlson, Jane (Witt) Roth, Jean (Witt) Matheny, 

Donna (LaCourse) Rowland, Lisa (Herkelman) Pierce. 
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Francis Jacobs, SMHS 1941, wrote that he is pursuing 93 

years and is living in a comfortable senior housing facility in 

St. Paul.  Five of his eight children live nearby.  He does get 

to Clinton occasionally to visit relatives.  Francis would love 

to hear from his classmates.  Please contact the Prince of 

Peace Development Office for his contact information. 

CLINTON CATHOLIC SCHOOLS’ ANNUAL ALUMNI APPEAL GIFT FORM 
 

_____ Enclosed is my contribution of $__________ (Make check payable to: Prince of Peace Catholic School) 

______  Please charge my one time contribution of $__________ to my   _____Visa      _____Mastercard     (check one) 
 

Card # _______________________________________  ____Verif. Code (on back) _______  Exp. Date ________________ 
 

Signature___________________________________________  Printed Name______________________________________   
 

Name_______________________________________  Address_________________________________________________ 
 

Phone _________________________________    Email______________________________________School/Year_______            

Please mail your donation to: Prince of Peace Catholic School Alumni Appeal, 312 So 4th Street, Clinton, IA 52732 
All gifts are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  Contact your tax preparer for any questions. 

2016 Annual Alumni Appeal  - Please  Give 
“I choose to be thankful to Jesus Christ for everything he has so graciously given me, so that I can make a differ-

ence in someone’s life.  So my request to you fellow alumni:  Let’s help the children/parents in Clinton, IA to con-

tinue to have a choice.  A choice to get a Catholic education that will give them the foundation of a purpose 

driven life.”    2016 Annual Alumni Appeal Chair, Michelle Sullivan Bernard MSCA 1980 

Sean Mulholland, POPCP 2010, has received his CPA.  He is 

an experience associate for PricewaterhouseCoopers, in 

their Peoria, Illinois office. 

Emily Gardner, POPCP 2012, is attending graduate school 

at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, LA.  She is 

also a residence hall coordinator for LSU. 

We love to hear from our alumni so please keep us 

in touch when you have news to share.  Information 

can be sent to Prince of Peace Catholic School,  

312 S. 4th St., Clinton, IA  52732 

or 

Emailed to ccsa2012@gmail.com 

Wanted:  Yearbooks and School Newspapers 

The Development Office is always looking for 

yearbooks of all the Clinton Catholic Schools.  If 

your alma mater published a school newspaper, 

that would be welcomed too. 

You can just send them to the  

school address above. 

Jennifer Rutledge, MDHS 1993, graduated from the Univer-

sity of Phoenix with an MBA in Project Management.  She 

has started a new career with RR Donnelley as the Opera-

tions Manager, Marketing Activation Services Department. 

Ian Flood, POPCP 2010, was married to Carleigh Runks on 

September 24, 2016 in Dodgeville, WI. 

Karl Foster, POPCP 2004, is currently a partner in a law firm 

in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 



PRINCE OF PEACE SCHOOL FOUNDATION ANNUAL REPORT—YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2016 

Revenue & Expenses—Year Ended June 30, 2016 

Beginning Balance—July 1, 2015  $874,741.99 

Additions 

     Interest & Dividends       $17,796.85 

     STCG, LTCG, Net Gains   $30,334.53 

     Memorials, Bequests      $37,850.52 $  85,981.90 

Disbursements 

     Prince of Peace School                           ($  77,896.06) 

Ending Balance    $882,827.83 

Statement of Assets 

Fair Market Value as of June 30, 2016 

Money Market    $     28,710.87 

Investments    $   951,543.37 

CD     $     10,000.00 

Total     $   990,254.24 

 ROBERT SHANNON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP ESTABLISHED IN FOUNDATION 

The Robert Shannon Memorial Scholarship has been established by Robert’s older brother, John Shannon 

(SMHS 1962).  John first contacted our office wanting to do something that would keep Robert’s memory 

alive.  Establishing this scholarship in the Prince of Peace School Foundation will honor Robert and his 

family by providing an annual scholarship to a student every year. 

Robert Shannon graduated from Clinton High School in 1968 and was drafted and sent to Vietnam in 

1969.  On April 30, 1970, Robert received fatal injuries after subjecting himself to hostile fire as he rushed 

from his foxhole to trap the insurgents, keeping friendly casualties to a minimum.  For his heroic actions 

Robert was posthumously awarded the Silver Star, Bronze Star, Purple Heart, and Good Conduct Medal. 

Robert’s siblings are, Theresa Shannon (MSCA) (deceased), Darlene Kuehl (MSCA 1953), Pat Judge (MSCA 

1956) (deceased), Richard (SMHS 1958) (deceased), Mike, Edward and John (SMHS 1962). 

Prince of Peace School Foundation Board of Directors 

President—Ricci Aquilani 

Vice President—Sue Bergman 

Secretary—Sharon Alm 

Treasurer—Jacque’ Rutledge 

 Joel Kaczinski   Cyndi Winter 

 Tom Streveler   Steve Decker 

 Nancy Peart, ex-officio  Karen Witt, ex-officio 

Have You Considered Leaving a Gift?  

As you make your estate plans, please include the Prince of 

Peace School Foundation. The Foundation’s Mission is to sup-

port the tradition of excellence in Catholic education by provid-

ing a permanent financial resource for tuition scholarships, 

financial aid and capital improvement projects.  

Our School Received Memorial Gifts 

Thank you to the many generous donors who gave in 

memory of the following: 

George Dehner passed away on April 1, 2016. George and 

his wife, Bea, sent all seven of their children through 

Catholic school. 

Ken Witt passed away on May 2, 2016.  Ken and his wife, 

Ann,  sent all ten of their children through Catholic School. 

Patrick Ryan, SMHS 1959, passed away on 7-20-13.  Pat’s 

widow, Mary (Chris), stopped in and presented a check for 

tuition assistance in his memory. 

Iowa Tax Payers Can Redirect Your Taxes and Provide Tuition Assistance to Prince of Peace Students 

Make a contribution to the School Tuition Organization (STO) of Southeast Iowa and receive 65% back in a State of Iowa tax 

credit.  Your donation can become tuition assistance for a Prince of Peace Catholic School student.  You may also be able to 

take a charitable contribution deduction on your federal taxes. (talk to your tax preparer).  This school year, $153,574 was 

awarded to eighty-seven students at our school through the STO.  These families may not have been able to afford a Catholic 

education for their children.  We need your contribution by November 30th as all the tax credits are expected to be gone by 

December 1.  For more information call Karen Witt at 563-242-1663 or visit: stoseiowa.org. 

 BINGO!   
Do you remember working or playing bingo at one 

of our Clinton Catholic churches?  You could pretty 

much play Bingo any night of the week.  Prince of 

Peace Catholic School brought back a night of 

bingo fun recently at a Vendor Bingo Night which 

served as a support party for the January 2017 

Irish Dinner Auction.  Prizes for the 10 bingo 

games were donated by various vendors all of 

whom had merchandise to sell at booths.  Bingo 

and shopping?  What could be more fun?  



This past April, Prince of Peace High School 

students competed in the Quad City Engi-

neers Trebuchet competition at Bettendorf 

High School.  The girls featured on the team 

include 

Alyssa Hovey, who is ready to pull the launch 

pin while Caitlyn Jacobs and Emma Kittering-

ham are shown adjusting the weights and 

Rebecca DiVarco holds the firing arm.  
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LAUNCH TIME 

Dr. Atkinson (above), high school sci-

ence teacher, spent the summer of 

2016 working with the DNR as part of 

the Governor’s STEM programming, 

which brings “real world” science into 

the classrooms.  Dr. A. collected aquatic 

plants, built bat houses, banded doves, 

and mowed prairie land.  Dr. A. and four 

students are shown taking part in a fire 

training near Calamus, Iowa, to prepare 

the site for a Pollinator Prairie. 

“FORE”TH IN STATE!! 

Above: Junior Caitlyn Jacobs is shown 

with her father and coach, Don Ja-

cobs, SMHS 1975, after securing a 

4th place finish in the Iowa State Golf 

Class 1A girl’s finals this past spring.  

Caitlyn shot a two round total of 166.  

Congratulations, Caitlyn! 

Left: Some of our Middle 

School girls competed in a 

local 3 on 3 basketball tour-

nament this past summer 

and had a photo op with 

Clinton native, Devan Doug-

las, who had recently been 

drafted by the Harlem Globe-

trotters. 

It’s hard to leave.  Our seniors 

“camped out” at school during 

their final week last spring. 

An All-School Photo 
  The Prince of Peace Catholic School stu-

dent body poses for a picture  in Sacred 

Heart Chapel.  Wearing the blue & gold, 

our students show off their Irish Pride!!!   

To see this photo and the whole newsletter 

in color, go to our website: 

www.prince.pvt.k12.ia.us and click on 

Alumni. 

Got Game? 

Pray For Us 
The 2016-2017 school year is off to a 

great start.  Please keep our teachers, 

staff, and 208 K-12th grade students in 

your prayers. 



 The Clinton community lost a vibrant 

member on July 19, 2016, with the passing of 

Gary Herrity. Gary was a graduate of St. Mary’s 

High School class of 1957 and went on to receive 

his bachelor and master’s degrees from the Uni-

versity of Iowa.  Gary dedicated more than 40 

years of his life as a teacher and administrator in 

the Clinton schools.  St. Mary’s students from the 

early 1960s will remember that Gary was the coach of the SMHS 

1963 state baseball championship team.  As a young teen, Gary, 

like many, was thrilled to witness the success of the St. Mary’s 

1953 state basketball championship team. Recently, he was 

named an honorary member of that team when they met for a 

reunion.  Gary was an avid historian on Clinton and Clinton County 

topics. He wrote over 500 articles which were published in the 

Clinton Herald.   Even in his retirement years,  Gary was active in 

preserving the historical importance of Clinton and the Catholic 

faith.  Until the time of his death he was the chairman of the 

Catholic Historical Center at St. Boniface.  Thank you to those who 

sent memorial gifts to honor his purposeful life.   

IN LOVING MEMORY WE ACKNOWLEDGE THOSE SPECIAL CLASSMATES AND FRIENDS WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US. 

 May the road rise up to meet you.  May the wind always be at your back. May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

and rains fall soft upon your fields.  And until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

1920s        

Sr. Bertha Zeiser, OSF, 105, Clinton, 6/14/16, MSCA 1928 

   

1930s 

Eleanor (Dolan) Corr, 95, Norridge, IL, 8/15/15, OLA 1938 

 

1940s 

John W. “Bill” Coleman, 91, Stockton, CA, 10/12/14, SMHS 1940 

Mary Jane (Lenz) Rickerl, 93, Clinton, 8/1/16, SMHS 1941 

Jane (Clark) Van Horn, 92, Clinton, 8/17/16, SMHS 1942 

Geraldine (Determan) Krogman, 89, Clinton, 6/22/16, MSCA 1943 

Catherine “Katie” Donahue, 90, Clinton, 6/29/16, SMHS 1943 

Betty (Mayer) Hickenbottom, 90, Clinton, 7/11/16, SMHS 1943 

Lucille (Jost) Petersen, 89, Clinton, 8/29/16, MSCA 1945 

Mary Ruth (Harrison) Mickelson, 86. Clinton, 8/1/16, SMHS 1949 

 

1950s 

Patricia (Mickelson) Pelegrin, 83, Clinton, 3/19/16, SMHS 1951 

Patricia (Reburn) Williams, 83, Clinton, 7/6/16, MSCA 1951 

 

1950s 

Truman “Terry” Bledsoe, Providence, RI, 12/12/15, SMHS 1952 

Joan (Myers) Dinges, 80, Sublette, IL, 2/13/16, MSCA 1953 

William Koch, 82, Arlington, TX, 6/5/16, SMHS 1953 

Mary (Gregerson) Techau, 79, Clinton, 6/7/16, MSCA 1954 

Gary Herrity, 77, Clinton, 7/19/16, SMHS 1957 

 

1960s  

Jacqueline (Burke) Larsen, 73, Clinton, 4/10/16, SMHS 1960 

Dianne (Lewis) Krebs, 72, Clinton, 7/14/16, SMHS 1962 

Thomas Byers, 72, Clinton, 9/15/16. SMHS 1963 

Vernon Vilmont, 70, Clinton, 3/23/16, SMHS 1964 

Thomas Quinn, 68, Lake Forest, IL, 4/29/16, SMHS 1965 

Mark Buske, 65, Clinton, 6/19/16, SMHS 1968 

 

2000s 

Meghan Peters, 27, Clinton, 5/22/16, POPCP 2007 

 Sr Bertha Zeiser, OSF, passed away on 

June 14, 2016 at the age of 105.  Sr. Bertha 

was born on February 25, 1911, in Browns, Iowa 

(near Preston).   Bertha came to Mt. St. Clare 

Academy and was a boarding student there 

graduating in 1928.  On July 7, 1929, she en-

tered the congregation of the  Sisters of St. Fran-

cis at Mt. St. Clare Convent.  In 1929 she took 

the name of Sr. Mary Rupert and later took back 

her baptismal name.  Sr. Bertha received her AA in 1931 and then 

went on to receive her BA and master’s degree.  For 33 years, she 

taught at the academy and served as principal for 14 years.  After 

her “retirement” she began teaching English as a Second Lan-

guage classes at Clinton Community College.   

If you know of an alumnus who has passed away, please let us 

know and we will include that in a future “Grapevine”. 

 

      Prince of Peace Catholic School senior , Tony Nguyen, is the son of a Viet Nam refugee whose family was sponsored by a local parish.  

Forty-one years ago in 1975, the fall of Saigon created a wave of refugees fleeing Viet Nam.  The United States took in 125,000 Vietnam-

ese.  Iowa was the first state to offer assistance to these refugees.  Locally, churches sponsored several of the families.  Tony’s dad, Tom 

Nguyen was a seventeen year old young man who left his home in Viet Nam with his mother, younger brother, and two younger sisters to 

begin a new life in America. St. Irenaeus Parish, with Fr. James Lawrence as pastor, hosted the Nguyen family who came to this country 

with minimal English skills and very few possessions.  Tom’s father was a member of the Viet Nam navy and stayed on in their homeland 

until moving to the US in 1982. 

     Upon arriving in Clinton, Tom went to Clinton High School for a few months to develop his command of the English language.  After 

that, he went to work since he was the main provider for his family.  His younger siblings—Simon, Madalena, and Martha—attended North 

Catholic School and went to Mt. St. Clare for English.  In 1976, the Nguyen family purchased the home they still live in today from Ray 

Horst.  Tom’s mother, Anna, is now 84 years old and lives with Tom, his wife Nhi, who he married in 1995 in Viet Nam, along with Tony 

and son, John, a student at Clinton public schools. 

     Tony has attended Prince of Peace Catholic School since kindergarten and will be graduating in May 2017.  Tony serves Mass on Sun-

days and funerals.  He participates in Quiz Bowl, is the Lighting Director for school plays, and helps at the scorers table during varsity 

games.  Tony plans to attend college and major in some area of the medical field.  Tony’s childhood is very different than his father’s 

childhood was in his war torn homeland.   

     Our Catholic community continues to support this family and many others by making a Catholic education affordable and possible.  

Over the years, Tony has been the recipient of scholarships and financial aid from the Prince of Peace School Foundation and the School 

Tuition Organization (STO).   

  Our Church/School and Viet Nam Refugees   



  

Don’t Wait Years to Get Together 

With Your Classmates 

Get a table at the: 

 

20TH ANNUAL  

IRISH DINNER AUCTION 

“Celebrating 20 Years with Irish Pride” 

 

ALL CATHOLIC SCHOOL ALUMNI AND  

FRIENDS OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION ARE INVITED  

Saturday, January 21, 2017 at the Wild Rose Casino 

 

 

This is our largest fundraiser of the year.  Profits will support the school’s operating budget.   

For more information, visit the school website or call the school office after December 1st. 

 

The Grapevine is a publication of the Clinton Catholic School Alumni Association 

Website: www.prince.pvt.k12.ia.us 

Phone: 563-242-1663  Fax: 563-243-8272 

Karen Witt, Development Director Email: devdir@staff.prince.pvt.k12.ia.us   

Alumni Association Email: ccsalumni2012@gmail.com 

Prince of Peace Catholic School 

312 South 4th Street 

Clinton, Iowa 52732 


