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Father Steve Witt-husband, father, grand-father, priest
When Steve Witt graduated from St. Mary’s High School in
1967, he felt a calling to the priesthood and enrolled in the
seminary at St. Ambrose College. Life seemed to be on
track. Then Steve had second thoughts as some new college
students do. He decided he was not ready for the priesthood
and instead graduated from St. Ambrose in 1971 with degrees in sociology and history. He married his wife, Patricia,
in 1974, and they settled down to raise a family which eventually consisted of two girls and a boy.
While living in Clinton for the next ten years, Steve was
president of Air Control and kept himself involved in his parish. Steve and his wife made the commitment to have him
enroll in the first permanent deacon class that was forming.
Steve said that he and his wife “wanted to serve in any way
that we could.” In 1982, Steve was ordained a deacon at St.
Patrick’s Church in Clinton. Later, he and his family moved
Grinnell, Iowa, where he continued in the workforce and to
serve in his parish there.
Tragedy struck the Witt family in 2001 when Steve’s wife,
Patti, passed away. After a period of time, Deacon Witt said

his calling to the priesthood returned. Time spent in prayer
led him to conversations with his pastor, Fr. Nick Adam, and
in 2010, Deacon Witt began his studies at Sacred Heart
School of Theology in Hales Corners, Wisconsin.
His life on a new track, Deacon Steve Witt together with
his three children, their spouses, and four grand-children,
became Father Steve Witt on December 15, 2012, when he
was ordained a priest for the Davenport Diocese by Bishop
Martin Amos, at his home parish of St. Mary in Grinnell. Fr.
Witt celebrated Mass in Clinton in early January 2013 at
Prince of Peace Parish.
After his ordination, Fr. Witt was assigned to St. Mary’s
Parish and the Newman Catholic Student Center in Iowa
City. Father Witt says that his few months as a Catholic
priest have been “better than imagined.” He keeps himself
busy and is hoping that the spring and summer months will
afford him some time on the golf course.
Fr. Witt was pleased to celebrate this chapter of his life
with his family and many classmates from his St. Mary’s
class of 1967.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS FROM THE SMHS CLASS OF 1967 CELEBRATE WITH FR. STEVE

Siblings of the Witt family share a laugh with their brother, Fr.
Steve Witt, after his ordination. From left to right: Joe (SMHS
1975), Fr. Steve (SMHS 1967), Mike (SMHS 1981), Ann (SMHS
1978), Kathy (MSCA 1969), Mary Pat (SMHS 1977), and Sheila
(MSCA 1968).

Classmates at Fr. Witt’s ordination include (back row,
left to right) Larry Fogg, Bob Carmody, Jim Kreinbring,
Mike Bock and Ed Kross. Middle row: Mary Leonard
Kaup, Fr. Witt, Janelle Donovan Kross and David Bach.
Front row: Maggie Peters Fogg, Larry Reinhart, Bob
Burns, and Janice Burg Calcote
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1953...It Was a Very Good Year, Indeed
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Sixty years ago, on March 21, 1953, Coach Lou
Galetich led the St. Mary’s High School basketball
team to state championship in the Iowa City Fieldhouse. This story has all of the aspects of a “made for
TV movie” as the stories and games leading up to this
victory are retold by team members and cheerleaders
who are eager to recall these happy and proud moments of their high school years. Team member Dick
Lingle (SMHS 1953) and his wife, Dorothy (Horst)
Lingle (SMHS 1954), a cheerleader for the championship team, were instrumental in assisting our Clinton
Catholic Alumni Association in organizing a reunion
and 60th anniversary celebration of that memorable
season.
Last month at the Prince of Peace Catholic School
homecoming game, they were joined by fellow players
Lauren Hyde (SMHS 1955), George McAndrews

N
E
W
S

(SMHS 1953), and Tom Montgomery (SMHS 1953).
Dorothy Lingle was joined by fellow cheerleader Mercedes (Hlubek) Murphy (SMHS 1955). Halftime comments by Dick Lingle reminded those in attendance
that the team was dubbed the “Cinderella Kids.” Dick
went on to say that in 1952, the entire athletic program at St. Mary’s was slated for cancellation due to
lack of funding. A group formed and backing was secured to reinvigorate the athletic programs. A brand
new teacher from St. Ambrose College, Lou Galetich,
was hired and “was the youngest coach to win an
Iowa State Championship.”
Sixty years later, the coach, four cheerleaders and
ten of the surviving team members have those great
memories of their glory days at St. Mary’s High
School. This is another great chapter in our Catholic
school history. Go Irish and thanks for the memories!
It was reunion time for members of
the 1953 championship basketball
team during the Prince of Peace
Catholic School homecoming on
February 1, 2013. From left:
Lauren Hyde, Dick Lingle, Tom
Montgomery, George McAndrews,
Mercedes Murphy, and Dorothy
LIngle. Players and cheerleaders
are shown center court at Central
Catholic Auditorium with their
championship trophy, net and
game ball.
For More Homecoming Photos
go to: www.prince.pvt.k12.ia.us
Click on the “Alumni” tab

From the
SMHS Class of 1963
Plans are in the works for the 50-year reunion
of the graduates of St. Mary’s Class of 1963
with the weekend of Sept 27, 28 & 29, 2013,
chosen for re-acquainting and celebrating. Also
invited to the celebration will be classmates
who were part of that class during the four
years attended, but were not part of the graduation group. Six members of the graduating
class are now deceased, Mike Danielsen, Dick
Dodd, Carolyn Schlunz Walsh, Mary Schublin
Carter, Jim Lisk and Bob Leonard. For more
details of the reunion weekend contact Mike
Rastrelli at mrastrelli@qwestoffice.net or Mary
Horst Jaeger at mwestjaeger@hotmail.com, or
phone 563/243-5382.
CORRECTION: In the December 2012 issue of
The Grapevine, Tom Petersen was incorrectly
identified in the photo of the 1953 championship basketball team as his brother, Jerry Petersen. We apologize for this error.

Our most recent alumni event helped us fill the house at Central Catholic
Auditorium as we celebrated our teams, Catholic education and the 1953
championship team. Joining many Irish fans were Jim Winkel (SMHS
1961) and Fran Hallinan (SMHS 1964) and who were among the event
volunteers that evening.

St. Mary’s class of 1957 meets for 55th reunion
Let us help with your
next class reunion!






Class lists/addresses
Venue suggestions
Publicity in The Grapevine
School tour
After the reunion be
sure to send us a
class photo and
names to be included
in the next issue of
the Grapevine.
Contact us at:

ccsalumni2012@gmail.com
or call our
Development Office at
563-242-1663

Classmates from St. Mary’s High School class of 1957 celebrated their 55th reunion at Rastrelli’s. Pictured
are (front row from left) Genevieve Lahey Crego, Barbara Knoerschild Titus, Joan Graves Wiebers, Karen Burg
Murphy; (second row) Karen Hlubek Hart, Janice Darsidan Housenga, Nancy Kramer Fitzgerald; (third row)
Tom Hayes, Jim Luce, Terry Sullivan, Carolyn Goble Graham, Gary Herrity, Sharon Murphy Hilgendorf, Ann
Meyer Agnew and Dave Zimmer.

REMEMBER WHEN? Jane (Lentz) Rickerl, SMHS 1941, contacted our alumni office to share some
pictures from her class. She brought us her Freshman class picture along with a picture from their 50th

Front row: Catherine Klinkner, Mary Jane McLarnan, Rose Mary Hyde, Lillian
Hyde, Dolores Herrity, Ruth Sweeney, Mary Florence Nelson, Jane Lentz, Lourdes
McCarthy, Barbara Wolfe, Mary David Second row: Genevieve Donahue, Vada
Mullen, Elaine Kuizenga, Mary Ellen Jacobs, Margaret Flynn, Betty Westman,
Kathleen Rowland, Helen Jane Yackshaw, DeLee Hickey, Mary Noonan, Phyllis
Madden Back row: Robert Cunningham, William Noonan, Robert McNealey, Ward
McConnell, Ambrose Cavanaugh, Harold Donahey, Jack Leonard, Paul Zaehringer,
Eugene O’Shaughnessey, Gene Lentz, Francis Jacobs

Back row: Francis Jacobs, Jack McAndrews
Next row: Lillian (Hyde) Bartels, DeLee (Hickey) Voltz, Helen Jane
(Yackshaw) Cunningham-Behlke
Next row: Mary (Nelson) Emrick, Dolores (Herrity) Hoffman, Phyllis
(Madden) Shaw
Front row: Jane (Lentz) Rickerl, Mary (David) Knollman, Margaret Mary
(McDevitt) Frett, Lourdes McCarthy, Mary Ellen (Jacobs) Clark, Catherine (Klinkner) Kjergaard

IRISH DINNER AUCTION
AN IRISH NIGHT AT THE OSCARS
The 16th annual Irish Dinner Auction was a huge success!
The event took place on Saturday, January 19, 2013, at the
Wild Rose Casino in Clinton with over 350 guests enjoying
the evening complete with paparazzi and live dinner entertainment. Our Honorary Chairs for the evening were Ed and
Janelle (Donovan) Kross (SMHS 1967) who were chosen
because of their long-term commitment to Catholic education in Clinton. Following dinner the live auction was conducted with packages that included lavish home parties,
Notre Dame, Univ. of Iowa, and Cub’s tickets and vacation
packages to northern Wisconsin and San Diego.
A full house ready for a night of fun at the Irish Auction.

SAVE THE DATE!
The 17th annual Irish
Dinner Auction will be
on Saturday, January 18,
Fathers and daughters:
Chrissy (POPCP 2011) and Bruce Kokjohn with
Andy (SMHS 1980) and Katie (POPCP 2011)
“It’s through the support of many, especially the alumni, that we were able to have a successful 2013
auction and meet our auction fundraising goal. It’s truly a reflection of God’s grace to see apostolic
action taking place through donations as well as the support of the event itself—all for the gift of a
Catholic education! It’s a gift that is priceless!” -Cathy Eggers, 2013 Irish Auction co-chair

Do you have news to share? Do you want to announce an upcoming class reunion? Do you
want to contact classmates for reunions? Do you have reunion photos to share? Share your
OLA, MSCA, SMHS, Mater Dei, and Prince of Peace Prep news in future issues of The Grapevine!
Let your Clinton Catholic School Alumni Association help.
Contact our Development Office by phone at 563-242-1663
or
by email at ccsalumni2012@gmail.com
or
mail your information to the school at 312 S. 4th St., Clinton, IA 52732
Name (ladies, please include maiden name)___________________________________________
Address, city, state, zip:_____________________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________________________________________
Email address: ____________________________________________________________________
School/graduation year:____________________________________________________________
News to share:____________________________________________________________________

What’s happening now?
A glimpse at your school today
Prince of Peace Catholic
High School students championed over 11 other area high
schools in the Academic Quiz
Bowl held on November 29,
2012, at Clinton Community
College. The annual event,
started in 1985, was established to provide an informative learning experience for
area students as well as to
showcase the exceptional
scholastic abilities of area
students.
The Prince of Peace team,
coached by Jerry Anderson,
consisted of seniors Andrew
Jacobs, Paige Whitney,

PRINCE OF PEACE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WIN 1ST PLACE AT CCC
Jeremy Peters, and juniors,
Nathan Vander Bleek, Noah
Strausser, and Lucas
Laufenberg. Students prepare all school year for this
and two other competitions.
This year’s team reclaims
the 1st place title not held
by the school since 1997
when Mater Dei High
School won. The inaugural
event in 1985 was also won
by Mater Dei.

Congratulations!

2013 SPEECH TEAMS ARE FAR FROM SPEECHLESS
High school English teacher and
speech coach, Mrs. Kathy Andrews,
had a feeling that speech was going
to be a good thing for Prince of Peace
this year. Early morning and after
school practice times with sixteen
high school students proved that dedication and hard work was what was
needed for all four teams to score
“I” (Superior) ratings at the Iowa dis-

trict large group speech competition in
Monticello, Iowa, on January 19, 2013.
The four groups, two ensembles, one
reader’s theater, and one musical theater, all advanced to state competition
in Cedar Rapids on February 2nd.
While at state competition, three of
the groups received ratings of “I” and
one group received a rating of “II”.
The ensemble group entitled

Every year Homecoming events are always exciting and anticipated by the students and this year’s
Prince of Peace students were no different than
those of us that fondly remember the fun and
preparations. Variously themed dress-up days, hall
decorating, our school Mass, pep assembly, and
high school Olympic games consumed the week. If
the four basketball games on Friday night weren’t
enough for the students, the Homecoming dance on
Saturday night complete with the announcement of
the Homecoming court rounded out a great week of
memories.
The Prince of Peace Catholic School homecoming court is shown in the front row (from left): Paige
Whitney (senior attendant), Lauren Pittman (junior
attendant), Warren Lewis (king), Sydney Laufenberg
(freshman attendant), Julia Isenhour (queen), and
Yiwei Lu (sophomore attendant). Back row (from
left): Jeremy Peters (senior attendant), Nathan
Vander Bleek (junior attendant), Devin Bly
(freshman attendant) and Jacob Jankowski
(sophomore attendant).

“Elevator Games” featuring Paige Whitney, Nathan Vander Bleek and Trent
Hessing, also received a special recognition commendation at Cedar Rapids and
an invitation to attend the Iowa All-State
Speech Festival in Ames, Iowa, on February 16th. While in Ames, the group
viewed other state champions and accepted medals for their hard work.

Photo by: Ken Schumacher

IN LOVING MEMORY
We remember in a special way, those classmates that have gone before us.
An Irish Blessing: May the road rise up to meet you. May the wind always be at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face, and rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His hand.

1920’s

1950’s

Marguerite Condon, 1/24/03
OLA Class of 1921

Charles Lee, 4/1/36-8/25/11
SMHS Class of 1955

1930’s

Peter Orte, 9/1/37-2012
SMHS Class of 1955

Catherine Mahoney, 4/7/98
SMHS Class of 1930
Patricia Byers, 1/15/18-11/12/10
SMHS Class of 1936
Maryethel (Sanders) Stewart, 4/1/18-11/25/12
OLA Class of 1936

1960’s
Paul Francis Yellman, 5/16/43-3/2/13
SMHS Class of 1961

1970’s

John B. “Casey” Donahue, 7/12/20-6/14/12
SMHS Class of 1939

Rebecca “Becky” (Limke) Stiles, 2/16/57-8/2/12
SMHS Class of 1975

1940’s

Daniel Pitton, 1/9/61-1/17/13
SMHS Class of 1979

Eugene “Gene” Stanford, 10/8/18-11/19/07
SMHS Class of 1940

Memorial Scholarship

Patricia (Condon) Hannon, 8/17/24-11/16/12
SMHS Class of 1942
Allen Chekal, 5/13/25-1/12/13
SMHS Class of 1943

A scholarship has been established in memory of David
Pottratz (SMHS 1961) who passed away April 27, 2012.
Dave’s wife, Maggie Sinksen Pottratz (SMHS 1964) and
sons Rick (MDHS 1985) and Chris (MDHS 1989) honor his
commitment to the youth in our community with this
scholarship. The first scholarship will be presented to a
Prince of Peace Freshman student in May.

Pen Pal Program Creates New Friendships
Prince of Peace Catholic School fifth-grade
students are corresponding with the Sisters of
St. Francis at The Canticle in Clinton. This
past December some of the students visited
their pen pals and shared lunch and Christmas songs. Allison (Schuetzle) Schultz
(POPCP 2003), fifth-grade teacher, reflected
on this experience stating, “The visit really
touched my heart because it was an opportunity for everyone involved to learn more about
the Order of St. Francis as well as an opportunity to talk about their faith. The fact that we
can talk about our faith in God is one of the
many reasons I love my job and the students.”
Photo: Sr. Pauline Logsdon and Aalexxys
Bostic meet for the first time since becoming
pen pals in September.

Prince of Peace School Foundation
Paul & Christy Roth Scholarship Receives Contribution
Carol Meier (Christy’s sister) and Silpada Representative
began selling the “Simple Blessings Bracelet”, shortly after
her brother in-law, Paul Roth passed away (January 2012).
Carol’s family and friends and school sold hundreds of
bracelets to honor Paul’s memory. This March, the Foundation was presented with a check for $1200, representing
Carol’s commission from the sale of those bracelets. The
monies are now part of the Paul & Christy Roth Service
Scholarship.
The Paul and Christy Roth Service Scholarship is given
each year to a Prince of Peace High School senior student
who demonstrates service to others. Thank you to Paul and
Christy’s families for all your efforts.
Thank You to Lori Petitti (SMHS 1976) for her gift to the
Prince of Peace School Foundation and to Judy Hilgendorf
Long (SMHS 1967) for her gift to the Alumni Association.

Don McEleney Leaves A Legacy
Don McEleney (SMHS 1942), passed away on October 28,
2011. Mr. McEleney served in the World War II and later
became a doctor practicing in Cedar Rapids for 25 years.
He loved to travel, cook and listen to opera.
Tom McEleney, a nephew, describes his uncle as a quiet
bachelor, a true gentleman, who loved to cook and listen to
opera. Tom says, “It doesn’t surprise me that Don would
support the school with this gift. His was a devout Catholic,
his church, school and faith were very important to him.”
Don McEleney gifted the Prince of Peace School Foundation $50,000 through his will. Because he chose to give to
the Foundation, his gift will provide our school with funds for
capital improvements and tuition assistance forever.

Michl Family Scholarship is Established
A scholarship has been established by the Edwin & Evelyn
Michl family for students attending Prince of Peace Catholic
School and in need of tuition assistance. Edwin and Evelyn
raised 12 children of their own and 4 children who lost their
parents. While living in Clinton, the Michl children attended
St. Mary’s Elementary and High Schools. The two oldest, Joseph (SMHS 1967) and Anne Michl Schmidt (SMHS 1969),
graduated from St. Mary’s High School before the family
moved to Illinois, where the remaining children attended
school.
Anne shared in a letter, “My parents always valued highly
the education that I and most of my siblings received at St.
Mary’s. Please accept this gift as a “thank you” from my
mom.” In addition to her mother’s gift, memorial gifts received when her brother Paul passed away in August 2012.
Edwin Michl, worked with doctors, educating them on new
drugs and has since passed away. I had the honor of talking
with Evelyn who currently lives in Clinton. Evelyn spoke about
being a teacher herself. She received her Teaching Certificate from Mount St. Clare College and taught in a one room
country school. When I asked why she wanted to establish
this scholarship while she was living, she responded, “I
wanted to put this money to work right away because I
thought families could use the help.” And that is just what
her donation will do. In May of 2014 and every year after, the
Edwin and Evelyn Michl Family Scholarship will be given to a
Prince of Peace Catholic School student.

The Prince of Peace School Foundation received gifts
In memory of Edward Kaczinski
From Joel & Cindy Kaczinski and Gladys Wagemester
In memory of Verla Vens
From James & Donna Timmer

FOUR-LEGGED STAFF MEMBER HIRED

Computer project is moving forward.

Friday, March 1, 2013,
saw the addition of a new
staff member to Prince of
Peace Catholic School.
Greeting faculty, staff, and
students at the door were
Nancy Peart, Principal, and
Regen, the school’s 16month German Shepherd.
Regen is in the process of
earning his therapy certification and has his Good
Canine Citizenship certificate which is the obedience foundation for the
next certification. Prior to his arrival at the school, Regen trained at a
K-8 school, a child care facility, and in numerous public settings such
as malls and with large crowds in Kenosha, Wisconsin.
According to Mrs. Peart, Regen is “a great dog who absolutely loves
children. Just as any new member to our staff, there is an orientation
period and a learning curve.”
Welcome to our school family, Regen!

With close to half the money raised, we have
been able to purchase new computers for our
teachers and staff. We now look at replacing our
computers in the libraries and labs. We would
like to thank those who have contributed to this
important project: Melissa Foster, Ken Springer
(SMHS 1955), Msgr. Francis Henricksen (SMHS
1946), Stacie Salsbury (MDHS 1987), Molly Murphy Iovino (SMHS 1971), Nate Walton (SMHS
1951), Ricci & Barb Aquilani, William Gervais,
Joyce Schumacher Toothman (SMHS 1960),
Cindy Schnier Granse (SMHS 1976), Joe O’Donnell (SMHS 1964) and Rick & Cyndi Winter. In
addition to these contributions we received
grants from The Pearson Foundation and EverFi
and a donation from the National Automobile
Dealers Foundation (as selected by John McEleney (SMHS 1969).
If you would like to donate to this project,
please make your check out to Prince of Peace
School and send to: 312 So 4th St, Clinton, IA
52732.

The Grapevine is a publication of the Clinton Catholic School Alumni Association
Website: www.prince.pvt.k12.ia.us
Phone: 563-242-1663
Fax: 563-243-8272
Karen Witt, Development Director Email: devdir@staff.prince.pvt.k12.ia.us
Alumni Association Email: ccsalumni2012@gmail.com

Prince of Peace Catholic School
312 South 4th Street
Clinton, Iowa 52732
JOIN THE GRAPEVINE IN THE ELECTRONIC AGE
The electronic age is all around us and now The Grapevine can be too. Many newspapers and magazines offer electronic
versions and you now have that option. Electronic, paperless communication saves money on printing costs and postage.
Some readers prefer to read online. If you would like to begin receiving your issue of
The Grapevine electronically (and in color!), please send an email request to: ccsalumni2012@gmail.com

IT’S TIME FOR THE ANNUAL

POT O’ BLUE & GOLD RAFFLE
Tickets are 1 for $10 or 7 for $50 (all 7 tickets must have same name(s))
Please complete the information below and send your check to:
Prince of Peace Catholic School 312 S. 4th St., Clinton, IA 52732
Name (up to 2)___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Address
___________________________________________________
Phone
___________________________________________________
School &
Yr. Graduated __________________________________________________
JOIN US FOR TRIVIA NIGHT &THE DRAWING OF THE POT O’ BLUE & GOLD RAFFLE WINNERS
ON SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2013, AT THE SCHOOL. $10/PERSON OR $80/TABLE OF 8
DOORS OPEN AT 5:30 P.M. GAMES BEGIN AT 6:00 P.M. PRIZES FOR TOP 3 TABLES.
THIS EVENT IS FOR 21 AND OVER. PLEASE BRING YOUR FAVORITE SNACKS & BEVERAGES.

